Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for 2024

STAR LAKL WATER DISTRICT
Town of Fine
4078 State Huy 3
Star Lake, NY 13600
Public Water Supply ID# NY4404395

INTRODUCTION

To comply with State regulations, the Star Lake Water | District will be annually issuing a report
describing the quality of your drinking water. The purpose of this report is o raise your
understanding of drinking water and awareness of the need 1o protect our drinking water
sources. Last year, your tap water met all State drinking water health standards. We are proud
to report that our system did not violate a maximum contaminate level or any other water
quality standard. This report provides an overview of last vear's water quality. Included are
details about where your water comes from, what it contains, and how it compares to State
standards.

If you have any questions about this report or concerming your drinking water, please contact
Water Superintendent Mark Hall at (315) 8484079, We want vou to be informed about your
drinking water. If you want to learn more, please attend any of our regularly scheduled Town
Board meetings. Town Board mectings are held at 6:30 pm in the Town Municipal Office
Building on the second Wednesday of each month,

WHERE DOLS OUR WATER COME FROM?

In general, the sources of drinking water (both p water and bottled water) indude rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the
land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally oocurring minerals and, in some cases,
radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animals or from
human activites. Contaminants that may be present in source water indude: microbial
confaminants: inorganic  contaminants: pesticides and  herbicides: organic  chemical
contaminants: and radioactive contaminants. In order to ensure that ta P water ks sale to drink,
the State and the EI'A prescribe regulations which limit the amount of cerbain contaminants in

water provided by public water systems.  The State Health Department’s and the FDA's
regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same
protection for public health

Our water source is surface water drawn from Post Office Bay in Star Lake. The water is
filtered and chemically disinfected prior to distribution. The system was expanded in 2018 1o
include the south side of Star Lake, the former Town of Clifton Woodhaven Water District
adding approximately 58 connections and was again expanded in 2019 to include Newton Falls
water district adding approximately 115 connections.
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The NYS5 DOH has evaluated our Public Water Supply (PWS's) susceptibility to contamination
under the Source Water Assessment Trogram (SWAP), and their findings are summarized in
the paragraphs below. It is important to stress that these assessments were created using
available information and only estimate the patential for untreated drinking water sources to be
impacted by contamination. Flevated susceptibility ratings do not mean that source waler
contamination has or will occur for this PWS. This WS provides treatment and regular
manitoring to ensure the waler delivered to consumers meets all applicable standards.

This assessment found 2 moderate susceptibility to contamination for this source of drinking
water. Land cover and its associated activities within the asscssment area docs not increase the
potential for contamination. There are no noteworthy contamination threats assoclated with
other discrete contamination sources.  Additional sources of potential contamination include:
private septic and transportation routes

The dominant considerations for defining natural ensitivity ratings for small lakes are their
size and lack of high velocity and directional water flows. These water bodies are assigned
medium natural sensitivity ratings for the microbial, other chemical, and phosphorous
contaminate categories. This Is due to the tendency for microbial to undergo some inactivation
or sedimoentation, and these water bodies tend to respond moderately to phosphorus problems
with their watershed. The volatile nature of most organic chemicals makes these categories rate
low for small lakes,

FACTS AND FIGURES

Cur water system serves approcdmately 1200 people through approximately 570 service
connections in two towns. The total waler pumped for the water district in 2024 was 37.881,1%
gallone.  The daily average of pumped and treated waler into the distribution system was
approximately 103,628 gallons per day. Our highest single day of water pumped was 197,094
gallons. Our NYS DEC Water Withdrawal Permit authorizes an average daily withdrawal of
up to 195,000 gallons per day. The aquifer recharge rate for Star Lake is caleulated to be over
600,000 gallons per day. An additional 712793 pallons of untreated water was pumped directly
to our municipal golf course imrigation system that is permitted for an additional 10,000 gallons
per day. Inaddition to water delivered to customers, additional water is used to flush mains, to
fight fires and is lost to leakage. In 2024, residential water users were charged $540.00 for up to
60,000 gallons of water use. This equates to approximately $2.00 per 1,000 gallons of water
provided.

ARL THERE CONTAMINANTS IN OUR DRINKING WATER?
As the State regulations require, we routinely test your drinking water for numerous
contaminants. These contaminants includes tokal coliform. turbidity, inorganic compounds,
nitrate, nitrite, lead and copper, volatile organic compounds, total trihalomethanes, haloacetic
acids, radiological and synthetic organic compounds. The table presented depicts which
compounds were detected in your drinking water. The State allows us to test for some
contaminants less than once per vear because the concentrations of these contaminants do not
change frequently. Some of our data, though representative, is more than one year old. It
should be noted that all drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may be reasonably
expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants
duocs ot revessarily  indicate that water poses 2 health risk.  More information about
contaminants and potential health effects can be obtained by calling the EP'A’s Safe Drinking
Water Hotlline (800-4264791) or the NYS Health Department Office in Canton at (315) 386-1040,
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Table of Detected Contaminants
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Turbadiey is a messure of the doudiness of the water. We st it becanse i is a good Esdicator of the effectiveneas of
our hibtaton sysiem. Ohur highest single torbid ity measuremwest for the year ocemrred multiple days 25 was reconded
at (010 NTL). State regulations roguire that turladity must always be below 0.3 NTU. The regubitions roquire that
¥3% of the turbidity samples collected have measurements below 0.30 NTU, which wie achhoved

Nefinitions:

frTrerie mrri et {CL): The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible.

Mm_fﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁnmﬂ Leoel Goal (MCTLG): The level of a contaminant in drinki g Wabe
below which there is no known or expected risk to health, MCLGe allow for 2 ma rgin of safety,

Action Lepvel {AL): The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, trigeers treatment or
other requirements which a water system must follow.

Treatwent Technique (TT) A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in
drinking water.

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU): A measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity in excess of 5

NTU s just noticeable to the average person

illigritms per liter (mg/1): Corresponds to one part of liquid in one million parte of liquid
{parts per million - ppm),

Micrograms per liter (ug/1): Corresponds to one part of liquid in one billion parts of liquid
(parts per billion - pph)

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L): A measure of the radinactivity in water.
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WHAT DOES THIS INFORMATION MEAN?

As you can see by the table, our system had no violations, We have learned through our testing
that some contaminants have been detected; however, these contaminants were detected below
the Jevel allowed by the Sate,

Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water 1s primarily from materials and components associated with service line
lines and home plumbing. The Star Lake Water District is responsible for providing high
quality drinking water and removing lead pipes, but cannot contral the variety of materials
used in plumbing components in vour home. You share the responsibility for protecting
yourself and vour family from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by
identifying and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to
reduce your family’s risk,

Before drinking tap water, flush pipes for several minutes by running your tap, taking a
shower, doing laundry, or a load of dishes. You can also use a filter certified by an American
National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead in drinking water,

If you are concerned about lead in vour water, You may wish to have your water tested.
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps vou can take to minimise
exposure is available at errpe. goiysaficaterJead.,

IS OUR WATER SYSTEM MEETING OTHER RULES THAT GOVERN
OPERATIONS?

During 2024, our system was in compliance with applicable State drinking water operating,
monitoring and reporting requirements,

Do I NEED TO TAKE SPECIAL PRECAUTIONS?

Although our drinking water met or exceeded state and federal regulathions, some people may
be more vulnerable to disease causing microorganisms or pathogens in drinking water than the
general population.

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy,
persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune
system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These
people should seek advice from their health care provider about their drinking water.
EPASCDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the sk of infoction by Cryptosporidivm,
Uilarda and other microbial pathogens are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (S00-
426-4791),
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INFORMATION ON LEAD SERVICE LINE INVENTORY

A Lead Service Line (LSL) is defined as any portion of pipe that is made of lead which connects
the water main to the building inlet. An LSL may be owned by the water system, owned by the
property awner, or both. The inventory includes both potable and non-potable SLs within a
system. In accordance with the federal Lead and Copper Rule Revisions (LCRR) our system has
prepared a lead service line inventory and have made it publicly accessible by visiting the Town
of Fine website at townoffinc.org or by picking up a copy at the Municipal Office Building,

WHY SAVE WATER AND HOW TO AvOID WASTING 1717
Although our system has an adequate amount of water 1o mect present and future demands,
there are & number of reasons why it is important to conserve water

* Saving water saves energy and some of the costs associated with both of these necessities of
Lite:

+  Saving water reduces the cost of energy required to pump water and the need to construct
costly new wells, pumping systems and water towers; and

+ Saving water lessens the strain on the water system during a dry spell or drought, helping
to avoid sevene water use restrictions so that essential fire fighting needs are met,

You can play a role in conserving water by becoming conscious of the amount of water your
household is using, and by looking for ways to use less whenever vou can. |t is not hard to
conserve water. Conservation tips include:

+ Automatic dishwashers use 15 gallons for every cycle, regardless of how many dishes are
loaded. So, get a run for your money and load it to capacity.

+  Tum off the tap when brushing your teeth.

v Check every faucet in your home for leaks. Just a slow drip can waste 15 to 20 gallons a
day. Fixitand you can save almaost 6,000 gallons per vear.

+  Check your toilets for leaks by putting a few drops of food coloring in the tank, watch for a
few minutes to see if the color shows up in the bowl It is not uncommon to lose up to 100
gallons a day from one of these otherwise invisible toilet leaks. Fix it and YOUu save more
than 30,000 gallons a year,
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CLosiNG

Thank you for allowing us to continue to provide your family with quality drinking water this
year. In order to maintain a safe and dependable water supply we sometimes need to make
improvements that will benefit all of our customers. The costs of these improvements may be
reflected in the rate structure. Rate adjustments may be necessary in onder to address these
improvements. We ask that all our customers help us protect our water sources, which are the
heart of our community. Remember to notify the water department in plenty of time if you
need your service turmmed on or off for the season. You also might consider tuming the water
valve off inside your home if you leave your home unattended for an extended period of time.
Please call our office if you have questions.

For a full-size report, please visit the town website ~afincadirondacktownorg”™ or stop and
pick one up at the Municipal Office Building.
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